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Editor’s Notes
By David Kelly

I have really been missing our Monthly Meetings and the chance to exchange gardening
stories with many of you. Fortunately, we have another ‘virtual’ way of sharing our stories.
Have a ‘listen’ to Wilma’s and Patricia’s stories in the Gardener’s Journal section below, and
think about what stories that you could share.

I am really looking forward to seeing some of our members at our Fall Plant Sale. Don’t
forget, this is a member’s only event, but what a great opportunity to bring along a friend
to join as a new Gardening Kingston member.

Thanks to all those who participated in the Spring Bulb Campaign. We appreciate your
support as we try new ways to stay connected with you. Members will receive their order
confirmations in the coming week.

One advantage of this new electronic format is that we can keep your preferences up-to-
date more efficiently. You can update your preferences (email address, name, volunteer
interests, etc.) at any time using the link at the bottom of the newsletter.

Reminder: If you are a Gmail user, you may not be seeing the full content. If you see
[Message clipped]  View entire message at the bottom, then clicking on the link will display
the full email in a new tab.
 

President's Message
By Jean Barna

Welcome to the beginning of our new year, 2020-21.
You are all invited to join us. Our program is ready for
the year and our speakers are getting prepared. As with
changing times, adjustments have to be expected in our
new reality of flexibility. Our hope is that we can ‘Zoom
in’ to hear what our guest speakers have to share. This
is the best way to keep everyone safe, as access to our
meeting space at Ongwanada is still uncertain.
Notification will be sent in advance of a scheduled
monthly meeting with hopes that we all can stay
connected.

read more >>

Spring Bulbs -
Species Varieties
By Frank Mesik

Crocus corsicus 'Early Girl'
 

Every year in September, as the
bulb planting season begins, I think
that perhaps the best time of year to
start planning spring flowering bulbs
was last April and May. Rather like
the old adage, “When is the best
time to plant a tree…twenty years
ago”. Spring is the ideal time to
make notes about the gaps and
empty corners you could squeeze
more bulbs into and observe the
new plants and bulbs you see in
other gardens. Spring, alas, is also
one of the busiest times in the
garden and so we often don’t take
the time.
While no spring garden feels
complete without the old standards
of sunny daffodils and cheery tulips,
there are many other bulbs suitable
for beds and borders...

read more >>

Pollinator Garden -
Plant Profile
By Maureen Williams

Vernonia noveboracensis

Ironweed was included in the
original planting for Kingston’s
Pollinator Garden in 2011. At the
time, it was a small seedling
supplied by the Lemoine Point
Native Plant Nursery. Tucked in the
back row, I really haven’t noticed it
until this year (2020).
…maybe that’s because it’s a late
summer to fall bloomer
…maybe it wasn’t thriving because
we didn’t supply the ideal (moist)
conditions. Ironweed would be
happier growing in a zone 6-9
marshland
…maybe I didn’t visit the garden in
August.
Now it’s a WOW! The purple flowers
are beautiful against the grey stone
wall behind.

read more >>

Sharing Your Gardening Expertise
Occasionally, we receive requests from local residents for gardening advice.

Are you interested in helping others solve their gardening dilemmas?
We would like to put together a contact list of members

who could provide this sort of advice.
When you renew your membership this month, consider checking-off some of the

volunteer opportunities listed on the renewal form.
Gardeners helping gardeners.

Membership Renewal
September is renewal time for all members unless you’ve done
so already. Your membership is important to us and we look
forward to an interesting year ahead. The format may not look
the same for the next few months, however we are planning
some interesting activities.
Renewal will be different this year as a result of the pandemic
restrictions and safety measures.

read more >>

Visit Our
Community
Gardens
By Suzanne Maranda

Several volunteers have

worked hard all summer

to weed and improve the

two community gardens

maintained by Gardening

Kingston. The Pollinator

Garden, close to the

Memorial Centre, and the

Paterson Garden in

Rodden Park (just in front

of the city greenhouses)

are now ready for your

viewing pleasure. May we

suggest an evening stroll?

Or maybe you would like

a guided visit?

read more >>

Your 2020 Garden
Photos
By Suzanne Maranda

In the last few years, I’ve

enjoyed our September

meeting when we

reconnect after the

summer and talk about

our gardens. This year the

pandemic endures, and

we must continue to stay

apart. I’m finding that,

since I was home more

than usual, it was quite

nice to observe my

garden throughout the

summer, making notes

about what grows when,

and how the sunlight

moves during the day and

over the months.

read more >>

Fall Plant Sale and
Membership Event
By Jean Barna

Although we won’t be

having our regular

September meeting on

the 10th, the board has

decided to create a

combined event later in

September to include a

Fall Plant Sale, Spring

Bulb Campaign order pick-

up, and an opportunity to

renew your GK

membership. Of course,

this is only for members

who feel comfortable

attending while respecting

physical distancing and

mask wearing rules.

read more >>

Gardener's Journal
Gardening Kingston Members tell their stories.

Learn along with them.

Visit our Website

David's Story
As if the outdoor vegetable and
perennial gardens weren’t enough to
keep me busy, I started a new indoor
gardening project this summer to
keep me out of trouble. The orchids
are suffering and are desperately in
need of help.

read more >>
 

Patricia's Story
The national flower of India and Sri
Lanka, Nelumbo nucifera, or the
sacred lotus, is esteemed by Hindus
who use it among other puja (ritual)
offerings to their deities. The Lotus
also figures prominently in Buddhism
where the pure unblemished flower
is a symbol of enlightenment.

read more >>

Wilma's Story
In the late ’70’s, my husband was
offered a job in Inuvik, a small NWT
town on the east side of the
Mackenzie river delta. We went north
at the beginning of May with our two
children and a Siamese cat, moving
into a unit in a government row
house...

read more >>
 

Your Story
Do you have a story to tell about
your garden? Share something
you've learned or some project your
working on, so that we can all grow
together. Contact me at
columbine.editor@gmail.com
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