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Editor’s Note
By David Kelly

A time of crisis is also a time of opportunity. We are experiencing a time of unprecedented
crisis, forcing us to find new ways of adapting. Change can be incredibly challenging, but
facing the challenges head-on also brings opportunities for learning, growth, and progress.
Gardening Kingston has seen many changes in the past few years as we move forward in
the 21st century. Acknowledging the importance of staying abreast of the times, we have
decided to move from a print to a digital format for our newsletter. This new format will
bring you more content, with more photos, and as before, you can print any articles that
you wish. It has been quite a challenge for me to master this new format, and I know
there will be some ‘growing pains’. I apologize in advance, but hope you will embrace this
format and give it a try. After all, our motto is Learn Grow Share.

President's Message
By Jean Barna

I walk around my garden to see how the plants are growing
and notice there are changes in the air. It seems like I have
been working in the garden for a long time and realize that is
has been over 3 months now. Some of the earliest self-seeding
flowers are the morning glories climbing up the chain link
fence, the scabiosa showing off their purple hues, the cosmos
growing like frilly weeds as well as the cleome which were
difficult to find but now are in abundance with the recent heat
wave.

read more >>

Dandelions!
By Katherine Romba

It may seem odd for someone to be
writing about dandelions for a
horticulture and gardening society,
as horticulture is about the
cultivation of plants. The dandelion,
commonly considered a weed, is
generally deemed undesirable, out-
of-place, and unworthy of care and
cultivation.
My husband associates dandelions
so closely with weeds that he often
uses the terms interchangeably. He
points to the plants that he is
removing from our lawn and says:
“Dandelion...dandelion...dandelion...
dandelion.”
“A thistle is a dandelion?” I ask.
“It is a carnivorous dandelion,” he
says.

read more >>

Love Me or Leave
Me?
By Maureen Williams

My personal experience with the
Cup Plant – Silphium perfoliatum,
hereafter referred to by its common
name “Cup”.
2011 was the year I met Cup; it
appeared on a list of plants
recommended by the Native Plant
Nursery at Lemoine Point to feature
in our Pollinator Garden project. The
plan was to plant a collection of
native and other hardy perennials
that pollinators would love and
humans would appreciate enough to
consider planting in their own
gardens. Thus, the project was
named a Demonstration Garden.

read more >>

Interested in seeing what the other
societies in the province are doing?
Check out the link to the latest issue

of the OHA’s Trillium newsletter
posted on our website.

Pandemic Planning
By Suzanne Maranda

Gardening Kingston has

planned a great lineup of

speakers for the coming

year, but we are uncertain

of the possibility to meet

as a group. I would be

interested in working with

2 or 3 members to look

into alternatives, so that

we can continue to "learn,

grow, and share" under

safe conditions. We would

need to work on this

during the summer to be

ready for September or

soon after. If you are

interested, please contact

me via email:

marandasmj@gmail.com

Stepping Stone
Workshop

Interested in making your

own concrete stepping

stones for the garden?

Please let us know before

the end of July whether a

weekend or weekday

works best for you.

Also, we need a location.

Do you have an area in

your driveway or backyard

where we could host the

workshop? We need

enough space to mix

concrete and layout our

assorted sizes of leaves

on a large sheet of plastic

or tarp. Further details as

to supplies, cost, location,

will be provided.

Let's get creative!

Email:

kingstonhortsoc@gmail.com

Composting – A
Great Way to
Recycle and Reap
the Benefits for the
Garden
By Peter Bird

I have two rotating and

three fixed composters on

the go, year-round. I stick

with the basics of layering

grass clippings and

mulched leaves, and

adding waste (potato

peel, vegetable scraps,

fruit peel, egg shells etc.)

when our 6 litre stainless

steel kitchen waste bin is

full. I usually add a couple

of inches of grass and/or

mulched leaves on top of

the kitchen waste.

read more >>

Gardener's Journal
Gardening Kingston Members tell their stories.

Learn along with them.

Visit our Website

Alita's Story
So far, it’s shaping up to be an
extremely dry summer. The
weatherman tells us that May had
less rainfall than usual and that July
is going down as one of the hottest
and driest months on record.

 

read more >>

Rebecca's Story
After a long cool spring, summer has
arrived with a vengeance. We’re in
our 10th day without any rain, and
the vegetables need hand watering
every day.
Everything has come along very
nicely because of the long cool wet
spring we had.

read more >>

Suzanne's Story
In the previous issue of The
Columbine, I wrote about my
experience with starting seeds
indoors. I was not too sure about this
considering my limited space and
even more limited expertise.

 

read more >>

Your Story
Do you have a story to tell about
your garden? Share something
you've learned so that we can all
grow together. Contact me at
columbine.editor@gmail.com
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